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Emergency Responder Dispatch

Training Schedule Now Available Vol. 1 Issue 2, August 2010

The Fall 2010 Training Schedule is available
on line at www.wccc.edu. Fall classes in-
clude: Essentials of Firefighting, Rope Rescue
I & Il, Confined Space Rescue and Structural
Firefighting. Sign up today.

See course listings beginning on page 3.

More Details See other training action
shots on page 2.

Action Training Shots

See some of our classes in action on page 2. _
Sign up for a class and be a part of the ex-

citement. Call our WCCC Telephone Registra- Check out the new
tion Center, 1-800-262-2103 and press 1 to Fire Chiefs Roundta-

register. ble Discussion class
on Oct. 11. See more

More Details details beginning on
page 9.

Check out the Minimum Staffing
Qualifications article on page 10.

Homeland Security Program Starts Fall 2010

' i The Homeland Security Associate in Applied
=y Science Degree with a Homeland Security Cer-
¥ tificate Option, offers the academic prepara-
tion and practical experience and training
needed for an entry level technician or sup-
port position in the homeland security or
emergency management field. Students will
Everything has changedin  also complete online Federal Emergency Man-
Jmerica since sept. 11, agement Agency (FEMA) courses and will be

. is staring a . r . .
Homeland Security Pro- certified in the Incident Command System
gram this coming Fall. (ICS), National Incident Management System
(NIMS) and Continuity of Operations Planning
(COOP). Student will gain an overview of the
United States’ programs in Homeland Security
and Emergency Management. In addition,
they will learn to conduct threat and vulner-

Training and certifying the region’'s emergency responders
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Cutting an opening into a
concrete slab with chainsaw
in Adv. Structural Collapse.

Adult Probation Officers
making a safe home ap-
proach.

Hose Line Advancement in a
recent Firefighter | test.

Interior Firefighter class
practicing vehicle stabiliza-
tion techniques.

Allegheny Energy fire bri-
gade employees ready to
attack the fire.

Burning plate steel with a
torch in the Advanced Struc-
tural Collapse class.

New Engine

Our “new” 1979 Hahn En-
gine from Trafford VFC.

Published by
Westmoreland County
Community College
Public Safety Training Center
65 Public Safety Drive
Smithton, PA 15479-8734

e David Hauger,

coordinator

Public Safety Training Center

o Cliff Shrum, coordinator,
Homeland Security
724-872-2447
724-872-5546, fax

WCCC was able to update it’s apparatus with
the purchase of a 1979 Hahn, 1,500 gpm en-
gine recently. The unit comes from the Traf-
ford VFC (Westmoreland St. 86) and sports an
8V-71N Detroit Diesel engine, automatic trans-
mission and 500 gallon tank. Included were
several nozzles, an Akron Brass deluge set,
cord reel, exhaust fan and some miscellaneous
fittings. We’ve added 800 ft. of 5” hose, two,
150 ft. 1 3/4” attack lines; one 150 ft. 2 1/2”
preconnect; one 50 ft., 500-gpm blitz gun,
four breathing apparatus, a RIT pack and two
pike poles.

We would like to have one more section of
6” NST hard suction hose. If anyone has a
section they’d like to donate, please call us.

Go to the next page

Questions or comments? E-mail us at haugerd@wccc.edu or call 724-872-2447
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Fall 2010 Schedule
Apparatus

Emergency Vehicle Driver Training (EVOC) PPRX 1752-79

The safe operation of emergency vehicles is crucial to “arriving alive.”
Learn the importance of vehicle dynamics, driver selection criteria, prepar-
ing the vehicle, the PA Vehicle Code and safe operations. Includes behind-
the-wheel practice in your vehicle. Must attend all sessions. PA Dept. of
Health con. ed. credits applied for. Min. age, 18. Sat. & Sun., Sept. 25 &
26, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., John Rock, $38.

Pump Operations I (PUOP) PPRX 6658-79

Don’t just be a “lever puller!” Learn how to establish pump settings for
a variety of hand line layouts. Pump construction and theory, hose and noz-
zle layouts, simple hydraulic formulas and hand rules, preventative mainte-
nance and testing procedures included. Turnout gear required. Min. age, 18.
Mon. & Weds., Sept. 13 & 15, 6:30 - 10:30 p.m. and Sun., Sept. 19,
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Nick Dreistadt, $28.

Pump Operations II (PUOA) 10/LS PPRX 6659-79

Consider taking this follow-up pump class which moves into master
stream appliances, supplying aerial ladders, relay pumping, supplying stand-
pipes and sprinkler systems and flowing multiple lines. Must have completed
Pump Operations I. Turnout gear required. Min. age, 18. Mon. & Weds.,
Aug. 9 & 11, 6:30 - 10:30 p.m., and Sat., Aug. 14, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.,
Brian Wright, $28.

Fire Command

Chief's Forum-A Command Discussion PPRX 0810-79

Here’s an opportunity to discover some of the areas more progressive
(and successful) local fire chiefs “command secrets.” Join this lively discus-
sion with Mark Ghion, Sutersville, Don Thoma, Adamsburg and Nick Dreis-
tadt, Penn Borough. Learn how these WCCC Fire Science Technology gradu-
ates have been able to improve their department’s effectiveness and what
growing pains were experienced along the way. Time allotted for questions
and answers. Mon., Oct. 11, 7 - 9 p.m., $5.

Go to the next page

Questions or comments? E-mail us at haugerd@wccc.edu or call 724-872-2447
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Fall 2010 Schedule
Fire Suppression

Essentials of Firefighting and Emergency Response

Essentials of Firefighting is offered as four (4) courses totaling 166 hours.
If you just want to be a driver/operator, then take the first two courses. If
you want to help on the fire ground but don’t what to go inside, take the
first three courses. To do interior fire suppression, you need all four.

WCCC is offering the four courses beginning September 7 and ending No-
vember 23. The textbook: Firefighter's Handbook, Thomson/Delmar Learning
and Skill Sheets manual are required. A FREE textbook and skill sheets (a
$75. value) will be available to the first 20 students! Students also must pro-
vide a full set of turnout gear and a 20 ft. piece of rope (min. 7/16” dia.).

Certificates are awarded at the successful completion of each course.
Junior firefighters may attend the first three courses. Minimum age for Inte-
rior Firefighter, is 18 by the first class. Limit 28.

Course Hours

Introduction to the Fire Service 16

Fireground Support 48

Exterior Firefighter 42

Interior Firefighter 60

Introduction to the Fire Service (ELIS) PPRX 3700-79

This is the first in a series of four classes for entry level firefighters. An
overview of the fire service, fire service organizational principles, firefighter
health and safety, personal protective equipment and terrorism awareness
are covered. You must provide a full set of turnout gear, notebook, pen/
pencil. Satisfactory completion of a written exam required to receive a cer-
tificate. Junior firefighters may attend. Tues & Thurs., Sept. 7 & 9, 6:30 -
10:30 p.m. and Sat., Sept. 11, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., David Hauger, $20.

Fireground Support (ELFG) PPRX 2176-79

The class is geared to support personnel including driver/operators. Fire
behavior and portable extinguishers, water supplies, fire hose and appli-
ances, rope, knots and hitches and hazardous materials are covered. You
must provide a full set of turnout gear, notebook and pen/pencil. Satisfac-
tory completion of a written exam required to receive a certificate. Junior
firefighters may attend. Introduction to the Fire Service (ELIS) is a prerequi-
site. Starts Tues., Sept. 14. Meets: Sept. 14, 16, 18, 21, 23, 25, 28,30 &
Oct. 2. Times: Tues. and Thurs., 6:30 - 10:30 p.m. and Sats., 8 a.m. -
4:30 p.m., Shaun Teacher, $57. + $15. lab fee.

Go to the next page

Questions or comments? E-mail us at haugerd@wccc.edu or call 724-872-2447



mailto:haugerd@wccc.edu?subject=Newsletter%20Item

moreland County Community College
Safety Training Center

Fall 2010 Schedule
Exterior Firefighter (ELEF) PPRX 1800-79

The class is designed for those firefighters that don't want to enter burn-
ing structures with SCBA. Building construction, ladders, communications,
fire detection and suppression systems, forcible entry and fire prevention
covered. You must provide a full set of turnout gear, notebook and pen/
pencil. Satisfactory completion of a written exam required to receive a cer-
tificate. Junior firefighters may attend. Fireground Support (ELFG) is a pre-
requisite. Starts Tues., Oct. 5. Meets: Oct. 5, 7, 12, 14, 16, 19, 21 & 23.
Times: Tues. & Thurs., 6:30 - 10:30 p.m. and Sats., 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.,
Kris Cattau, $50.

Interior Firefighter (ELIF) PPRX 3660-79

The final class for entry level firefighters is for those persons that want
to do live, interior fire suppression with SCBA. Self-contained breathing ap-
paratus, nozzles and fire streams, rescue, ventilation, fire suppression, sal-
vage and overhaul, firefighter survival and a live fire exercise are included.
You must provide turnout gear, SCBA, notebook and pen/pencil. Satisfactory
completion of a written exam required to receive a certificate. You must be
18 by first class. Exterior Firefighter (ELEF) is a prerequisite. Starts Tues.,
Oct. 26. Meets: Oct. 26, 28, 30 & Nov. 2, 4, 9, 11, 13, 16, 18, 20, 23.
Times: Tues. & Thurs., 6:30 - 10:30 p.m. and Sats., 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.,
Allen Clark, Jr., $70. + $15. lab fee.

Firefighter Certification Testing

Firefighter | prerequisites and application forms have changed as of
July 1, 2010. The next scheduled Firefighter | test is October 2 & 3, 2010.
The application deadline is 4 p.m., Fri., Sept. 11, 2010. New application
packets are posted to the PA SFA website. Haz. Mat. Operations pilot test is
Nov. 5 & 6. The application deadline is Oct. 15. The Fire Service Instructor
| written exam is Dec. 9, and the skills test is Dec. 11, 2010. (the applica-
tion deadline is Nov. 20). Check out these prerequisites:

Class Hours
Heartsaver First Aid 3
Heartsaver CPR Adult & Pediatric 3.5
Haz. Mat. Operations Level 472 24
Structural Firefighting (SBS) 16

Go to the next page

Questions or comments? E-mail us at haugerd@wccc.edu or call 724-872-2447
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Resource Accountability Officer (RAO) 10/LS PPRX 7120-79

Officers and firefighters will discover how to set-up and use an account-
ability system. Through lecture, guided discussion and group activity, learn
what current and proposed practices work, how to implement a system and
establish some written guidelines. A new radio-signal, integrated SCBA sys-
tem may also be demonstrated. Scenarios will be presented and students
will practice what they have learned. Student manual provided. Mon. &
Weds., Aug. 16 & 18, 7 - 9:30 p.m., Allen Clark, $10.

Structural Firefighting:Live Burn Session (SBS) PPRX 7703-79

This course exposes the student to live firefighting scenarios using the
state-of-the art class A burn building where temperatures approach 1,000° F.
Review SCBA procedures, accountability measures, hose line and ladder
techniques and safety procedures. Turnout gear and SCBA required. Student
should have completed Essentials or Fundamentals of Firefighting or have a
minimum of five years of fire ground experience. Min. age, 18. Limit 24.
Mon. & Weds., Oct. 18 & 20, 6:30 - 10:30 p.m. and Sun., Oct. 24, 8 a.m. -
4:30 p.m., John Speidel, $38. + $10. lab fee.

Ventilation Practices (TRVP) 10/LS PPRX 8456-79

Fire service ventilation involves removing the products of combustion
from a building and replacing those with fresh, breathable air. Natural, me-
chanical, horizontal and vertical ventilation practices are covered as well as
the concepts of forced ventilation and defensive ventilation through trench
cuts. Students must provide turn-out gear to use a variety of hand tools and
powered ventilation fans. Hands-on practice involves removing artificial
"smoke" from a building and setting up and using the various tools and equip-
ment. Two Tues. & two Thurs. starting Aug. 3, 6:30 - 10:30 p.m., Mark
Ghion, $28.

Go to the next page

Questions or comments? E-mail us at haugerd@wccc.edu or call 724-872-2447
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Rescue

Rope/High Angle Rescue I (RORE) PPRX 7132-79

This is the first course in the rope rescue series and is required for the
Confined Space Rescue course. Provides an introduction to rope, knots and
hitches, rappelling techniques and basic haul systems. Helmet, boots and
gloves required. Required for Confined Space Rescue. Limit 24. Sat. & Sun.,
September 11 & 12, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Michael Dortenzo, $38.

Rope/High Angle Rescue II (RORA) PPRX 7134-79

A continuation of Rope High Angle Rescue | with a review of vertical res-
cue techniques and equipment. Students will become proficient in rigging
various haul systems, stokes basket tie in and lowering, belaying and tying
off, basic ascending with mechanical systems and 2 or 3 knot prussik configu-
rations and completing a low-angle stokes basket evolution using various
raises and lowers. Student must have completed Rope High Angle Rescue |,
provide suitable work clothing, boots and helmet and a notebook and pen/
pencil. Limit 24. Mon. & Weds., Sept. 27 & 29, 6:30 - 10:30 p.m. and Sat.,
Oct. 2, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Michael Dortenzo, $38.

Confined Space Rescue (CSR) PPRX 0906-79

Entrance into and rescue from confined spaces is a very risky operation.
Confined spaces include vaults, pits, underground piping systems, etc. where
entrapment and oxygen deficient atmospheres are a real threat. OSHA regu-
lations and definitions, the psychology of confinement, equipment and res-
cue techniques are discussed. Practical exercises included. Hard hat or hel-
met with chin strap, boots (steel toe preferred), SCBA, work clothes or cov-
eralls, eye protection, two pair of gloves and a 20’ piece of ¥2” rope. Prior
Rope/High Angle Rescue | and SCBA training needed. Limit 24. Mon. &
Weds., Oct. 25 & 27, 6:30 - 10:30 p.m. and Sat., Oct. 30, 8 a.m. - 4:30
p.m., Michael Dortenzo, $38.

Go to the next page

Questions or comments? E-mail us at haugerd@wccc.edu or call 724-872-2447
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Support Operations

Educational Methodologies PPRX 1600-79
for Local Level Instructors (EMLL)

Learn to become an emergency services instructor and a must course if
you want to become a PA State Fire Academy field instructor. Presents the
theory and practical concepts of adult education to teach others. Adult
learning, instructor attributes, ethics and demeanor, class environment,
writing effective learning objectives, selection and preparation of course
materials including lesson plans and support materials and the Fire Service
Instructor | certification examination included. Must have a minimum of five
(5) years of emergency experience, be at least 23 years old and provide the
text: Fire and Emergency Services Instructor, Seventh edition. Five Mons. &
Weds. starting Nov. 1 (no class Nov. 24), 6:30 - 10:30 p.m., Monica
Shields, $60. + text, limit 20.

Heartsaver First Aid MEDX 3028-79

An American Heart Association course of basic first aid skills only. Satis-
fies the first aid requirement for Firefighter | [CPR also required, see below].
For workers needing OSHA-compliant first aid training, emergency first re-
sponders and the general public. Includes: rescuer safety, medical, injury
and environmental emergencies. Wounds, bleeding, shock, stroke, seizures,
allergic reactions, broken bones, sprains and bruises, choking, bites and
stings, heat and cold emergencies and poisonings are covered. Purchase and
review Heartsaver First Aid text before class. Limit 16. Tues., Dec. 14, 7 -
10 p.m., David Hauger, $19. + $8. material fee.

Heartsaver CPR
Adult, Child & Infant

An American Heart Association course covering adult, child and infant
CPR. Recognize sudden cardiac arrest, choking signs and how to perform CPR
and airway maneuvers on adult and pediatric patients. Two-year certifica-
tion card upon successful completion. Purchase and review the text, Heart-
saver CPR Student Workbook, before class. Classes held at Youngwood Cam-
pus.

MEDX 1014-01
Tues., Sept. 28, 6 - 9:30 p.m., Youngwood, $25. + $8. mat. fee.

MEDX 1014-02
Weds., Oct. 6, 6 - 9:30 p.m., Youngwood, $25. + $8. mat. fee.

Go to the next page
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Certification Testing

WCCC is one of about 30 different Pennsylvania firefighter certifica-
tion test sites. Other test sites in the region include the Allegheny
County Fire Academy, Washington County, Fayette County, Butler Co.
Community College and the Indiana Co. Public Safety Training Acad-
emy.

WCCC offers testing to these levels: Firefighter I; Firefighter Il, Fire
Service Instructor | and Hazardous Materials Awareness. We will be
pilot testing the Hazardous Materials Operations level on November 5
& 6, 2010.

The next WCCC Firefighter | test is Oct. 8 & 9. For a complete list of
WCCC dates, click here. To see other test sites and their dates, visit
the PA State Fire Academy site: http://www.osfc.state.pa.us/portal/
server.pt/community/certification/11302

Completing the ten-page Firefighter | application may seem intimidat-
ing at first. To help the candidate, we’ve developed some useful test
taking and application tips. Click here to see those tips. You are en-
courage to complete an application and return to us along with your
payment check, at least five [5] weeks before the test date. You may
mail the completed forms to: WCCC PSTC, 65 Public Safety Dr., Smith-
ton, PA 15479-8734. Call us if you have a question at the number be-
low or send an email.

Chief’s Forum: A Roundtable Command Discussion

Fire Chief’s might often be trust into a com-
mand position without any formal preparation
or qualifications to hold the highest office.

Unfortunately, ‘on-the-job’ learning is proba-
bly not the best way to master the ‘art’ of
command and leadership.

Go to the next page  We’ve assembled three successful local fire
chiefs who have a few to more than twenty
years on the job. Each is a graduate of the
WCCC Fire Science Technology program and
each has accomplished great things within
their organizations.

Questions or comments? E-mail us at haugerd@wccc.edu or call 724-872-2447
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Chief’s Forum: A Roundtable Command Discussion

Come and learn from Chief Don Thoma, Adamsburg; Chief Nick
Dreistadt, Penn Borough and Chief Mark Ghion, Sutersville. They will
share some of their “command secrets” so you, too, can become a
better officer. This class if for all chief and line officers and those as-
piring to a command position.

It’s only one evening and time will be allotted for your questions. If
you’d like to be a better officer, consider registering for the class on
Monday, Oct. 11, 7—9 p.m. See page three for registration details.

‘:(F@ On the Minimum Staffing Qualifications

How does your organization decide who may run for a line officer po-
sition? Years of experience? Most likeable? Makes the most calls? Gets
out the most votes?

Unfortunately, none of the those attributes are guarantees you will be
an effective officer. Many progressive organizations have finally de-
cided that to get the best, you have to demand minimum qualifica-
tions. Those qualifications often boil down to some combination of:
training, certification and years in the department, maybe tied to
previous office(s) held.

As it turns out, just as there are nationally-recognized minimum per-
formance standards for firefighters, there are similar standards for
officers. They are based on NFPA 1021, Fire Officer Professional
Qualifications. Rather than just simply require, say, Fire Officer Il to
hold the chief’s office, there is generally some other combination of
training and experience mandated.

It might be a minimum number of years at a lesser line officer posi-
tion, certain coursework (like Incident Safety Officer, Intro. to Fire
Officership, or some other combination of training) or maybe Fire-
fighter Il and other requirements.

Don’t allow the process to chance. Require some combination of
training, certification and experience in your organization to get the
best. Your members deserve the best there is, especially when lives
are at stake between making an informed decision and a guess. Fires
don't care how popular your officers are; neither should you. Smart
departments demand smart choices on the ballot. Look our for our
Spring Officer series beginning January 2011.

Go to the next page.
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Homeland Security Program Starts Fall 2010

ability assessments, continuity of operations planning and learn as-
pects of public safety programs including emergency medical, police
and fire services. Students will gain insight into international terror-
ism and learn about weapons of mass destruction. Successful gradu-
ates of this program may work in entry level security and support posi-
tions in private industry, local, regional, state and Federal agencies.

Students must successfully complete the FEMA course examinations to
receive WCCC’s Homeland Security Certificate and the FEMA course
certificates. The Homeland Security Associate Degree in Applied Sci-
ences must be completed within five academic years.

This degree and certificate are part of a Homeland Security Training
Initiative developed by the Pennsylvania’s Region 13 Counter Terror-
ism Task Force and its Homeland Security Training Consortium. Suc-
cessful completion of this program allows the graduate to transfer to
Homeland Security degree programs with other participating Region
13 Homeland Security Training Consortium higher education institu-
tions (specifically, the University of Pittsburgh and Pennsylvania State
University - Greater Allegheny Campus).

Courses consist of a 28 contact hour overview to Homeland Security,
Emergency Preparedness and Response. Students will also take part in
12 contact hours of the DHS/FEMA online training for Incident Com-
mand System 100, 200 and National Incident Management System 700
and 800. DHS/FEMA certifications are issued following successful com-
pletion of these 4 courses and must be presented to WCCC before the
end of the class.

Homeland security and/or emergency management positions are posi-
tions of public trust and demand employees of good moral character.
Therefore, special criteria for admission and selection include:

e High School Diploma or GED

e All applicants must submit evidence of (Act 33-34) criminal re-
cord check and Pennsylvania Child abuse History Clearance at
the applicant’s expense.

e Individuals who are residents of Pennsylvania for less than one
years must submit a FBI clearance

e A separate application process is required to be considered for
admission to the program.

o Based on class capacity, practical exercises and other various
factors, enrollment may be limited.

Go to the next page.
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e Criminal Check - A positive criminal check showing convictions
for any felony or misdemeanor two or higher convictions will
result in denial of admission to the program

o Child Abuse - a positive child abuse record will result in denial
of admission to the program

e Drug Screen - A positive drug screen may result in denial of ad-
mission to the program

For additional information, contact Cliff Shrum, 724-925-4000, ext.
3190 or shrumc@wccc.edu

Go to Page 1
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